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FAQ: LASER THERAPY

IS LASER THERAPY NEW?

The beneficial effects of laser therapy on tissue were first recognized almost 40 years ago. Since
then, there have been thousands of studies documenting the positive effects laser light has on
different types of cells, tissue, and disorders. Recent advances in technology and manufacturing
have made it possible to have this exciting modality available and affordable for clinicians.

HOW LONG DOES THE TREATMENT TAKE?

Treatment protocols are unique to each patient and condition. Therefore, treatments will vary
in time, complexity, and cost. For some chronic patients, multiple joints will be treated during
one laser treatment session. When appropriate, laser therapy can be used as a complementary
adjunct to other treatment plans.

WHAT CAN BE TREATED WITH LASER THERAPY?

If your pet is feeling pain, has inflammation, or a wound, the laser is a sterile, pain-free, surgery-
free, drug-free treatment. The laser is used to treat a variety of injuries, wounds, fractures,
neurological conditions, numerous dermatological problems, and pain. Whether your pet is
rehabilitating from trauma or injury, healing from wounds, or simply aging, the laser has been
shown to provide relief and speed healing.

WHAT’SINVOLVED WITH TREATING MY PET? WHAT SHOULD I EXPECT
DURING THE TREATMENT?

The laser light is delivered through a non-invasive handpiece to treat the affected area. Your pet
will feel a gentle, soothing warmth. As the treatment is administered, many pets will relax,
much like you would experiencing a good massage. The almost immediate relief of pain will
allow your pet to be comfortable and any anxiety that your pet initially experienced will
dissipate. Occasionally, angry cats will start to purr, and dogs will fall asleep during their
therapy session. The fur does not need to be clipped. Eye protection will be worn by the laser
operator and anyone in a close proximity to the laser probe. The eyes of the animal will be
directed away from the treatment area or covered with a towel or eye wear. The clinician will
move the probe over the area of treatment to assure the laser is being delivered to the area which
needs improvement.
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HOW DOES IT WORK?

The therapy laser system sends photons, or packets of light energy, deep into tissue without
damaging it. These photons are absorbed within the mitochondria of the cells and induce a
chemical change called “Photo-bio-modulation.” This light energy then inspires production of
ATPin the cell. ATP is the fuel, or energy, cells need for repair and rejuvenation. Impaired or
injured cells do not make this fuel at an optimal rate. Increased ATP production leads to
healthier cells, healthier tissue, and healthier animals.

ARE THERE ANY SIDE EFFECTS?
There are no known side effects with this treatment.

WHAT CAN I EXPECT AT HOME?

You might see a change in activity when your pet comes home. For some, it might be increased
activity and others may be more relaxed. This is due to the pain relief and reduction of
inflammation.

HOW SHOULD I SUPPORT THIS TREATMENT AT HOME?

There are no specific things you need to do at home, other than follow normal restrictions,
dietary needs, and additional treatment protocols as outlined by your veterinarian.

IS THERE ANYTHING MY PET SHOULD OR SHOULDN’T DO, OR TAKE, WHILE
ON THE TREATMENT?

Just follow normal treatment protocols, as outlined. You do not need to be overly cautious, nor
should you overdo any activities. Just business, as usual.

WHEN CAN I EXPECT TO SEE AN IMPROVEMENT? WHAT MIGHT I SEE?

You may see relief in the first treatment or so, as pain and inflammation are reduced. For
example: better mobility for joint conditions, faster healing for wounds and incisions, or your
pet just seeming more comfortable and relaxed. For some conditions, a series of treatments may
be necessary to see results, due to the severity or complexity of the condition. Each pet is
different, and treatments are unique for your pet’s specific needs.
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